Westlaw UK
For law firms
The online legal research tool that
helps you build the strongest arguments.

Westlaw is a much more in depth and
practical tool for the modern lawyer
than any other product on the market
that I have used previously.
– David Lee

Anthony Collins Solicitors LLP

2

Westlaw UK for law firms

What is Westlaw UK?
Westlaw UK is an online legal research tool that provides quick and easy access to a
vast library of consolidated primary and secondary law combined with expert guidance
from our team of editors. With its easy-to-use functionality, you can instantly access the
latest cases, browse books, set up alerts, track the progress of bills through Parliament
and much more.

Who uses Westlaw UK?
94 out of the top 100 law firms in the UK
rely on Westlaw UK to speed up their legal
research and keep up to date with changes
in the law*.

94

OUT OF THE

TOP 100

Why subscribe to Westlaw UK?
Expand your knowledge across different areas of
the law. Topics on Westlaw UK organise the law across
26 topic areas from Commercial law through to Trusts
and personal property. Browse any topic to access
overview articles and relevant Westlaw UK primary
content mapped to your selected topic. Overview articles
are written by experts in their field and contain links to
key cases, legislation and books, ensuring that you can
get up to speed fast on an unfamiliar area of law.
Save time during the research process. Annotated
Statutes on Westlaw UK, written by our team of legal
experts, provide guidance on the law as it changes over
time by way of amendment or judicial consideration.
Understand quickly how the law will affect you, your
organisation, and the industry.

Work more efficiently. Our editorial team creates and
curates links between related content across the site,
meaning you can jump to documents within seconds.
Remain compliant. Current awareness content is
updated on Westlaw UK every five minutes. Set up
different types of alerts, based on Topics, to ensure
that you keep on top of changes in the law.
Prepare your clients for change. Over 88,000 legislation
documents are constantly maintained and updated. Bills
are also published as soon as they are available, and we
have a tracking feature so that you can horizon scan and
prepare for legislative changes coming down the line.

Quickly understand how case outcomes will affect
future proceedings. Case analysis documents, curated
by our expert editorial team, provide an overview of case
judgments with additional features to aid understanding
of even the most complex cases.

*Based on the 2019 UK Top 100 law firm rankings from The Lawyer magazine.

Register for a free trial: visit westlaw.co.uk or email legalsolutions.uki@thomsonreuters.com
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Westlaw UK Resources
Westlaw UK’s resources ensure
that you have instant access to
the information you need to help
you build the strongest argument.
Content is extensively interlinked
throughout the site, increasing
your productivity and making your
research time more effective.

Cases
Cases coverage dates back to 1065. Case analysis
features include a case summary, where it’s
reported, the appellate history, and the status
of the case. The graphical history display also
means that the most complex of cases can be
easily understood. Our case reporters attend
court daily so you can be confident that you will
have access to the latest judgments quickly.

Legislation
Access fully consolidated legislation for England,
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland, updated
daily. View and track bills from Westminster and
Scottish Parliament, and see how the law stood
(or could look like) at a chosen date in time.
Access regulatory and guidance materials
issued by official bodies or non-governmental
organisations such as HMRC Manuals, European
Materials and Circulars.

Did you know?
Westlaw UK is the only solution that allows you
to see how amendments made from a Bill will
impact current legislation. You can track a Bill’s
progress through Parliament and follow daily
updates to ensure that you are kept up to date
and can advise your client with confidence.
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Books on Westlaw UK
Westlaw UK provides access to over 300 leading
commentary titles from authoritative authors,
including The White Book and Archbold. Move
your legal library online to benefit from some of
Westlaw UK’s sophisticated navigation tools and
to ensure your collection is always up to date.

Westlaw UK for law firms

Register for a free trial: visit westlaw.co.uk or email legalsolutions.uki@thomsonreuters.com

Topics

EU

Topics provides a springboard for research,
particularly if you or your team are unfamiliar
with a certain area of the law. Easy to navigate
and searchable, Topics provides an integrated
framework of 26 practice areas, each subdivided
into two further levels of sub-topics. Expand
your understanding of a topic both through the
overview articles and by browsing across Westlaw
UK’s cases, legislation, and journals which are
mapped to each topic. Access over 2,000 topic
overview articles, written by experts and leading
practitioners and which link to leading cases,
legislation, journal articles and books.

The EU content provides access to primary
legislation that constitutes the legal framework
of the European Community, as well as secondary
legislation, case law and national measures to
see how they’re put into practice. You can view
preparatory acts, parliamentary questions,
and information and notices in the Official
Journals C Series.

Journals
You can expect thousands of legal journal articles
in full text, expert commentary on UK law,
covering key texts such as British Tax Review,
Company Lawyer, IDS Employment Law Brief*
and Law Quarterly Review. The article abstracts
service also contains over half a million abstracts
of articles from English language legal journals
published in the United Kingdom and Europe.
*Add-on required

Current Awareness
View the latest developments across cases,
legislation and legal developments contained
in or represented by official publications,
press releases and legal news. Updated every
5 minutes, we monitor over 1,000 sources
of information.

News
Access an archive of articles from over 1000 news
and business information databases. Coverage
includes most of the UK’s national news agencies
including: The Daily Telegraph, The Independent,
The Guardian and The Observer.
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Features & Functionality
As well as a large range of content, Westlaw UK has some of the best features
and functionality to help you conduct research faster.

Search with ease

Revisit past research sessions

Find the content you need quickly. Benefit from
a range of search options, including the ability to
browse and search by topic area. From natural
language search to suggested search terms and
connectors, all results are ordered by relevance
with the most relevant section highlighted.

Occasionally you may want to remind yourself
of the research undertaken for a particular
client. With the Trail feature, you can see all your
previous research sessions from the last fourteen
days and access the documents that were looked
at or simply pick up where you left off.

Integration with Practical Law

Link between relevant documents

If your organisation subscribes to Practical Law,
you will be able to access relevant cases
and legislation and journals from within the
Practical Law platform, creating a seamless
research experience.

Wherever a statutory provision is mentioned on
Westlaw UK, there will be a direct link to it. If a
case is referenced in a book, you can simply click
on the link to be taken straight to it. If you are
reading a journal article, you can jump from a
reference to a book to the relevant paragraph for
all books available on Westlaw UK Books, and
Journals abstracts include links to the key cases
and legislation cited. Topic overview articles also
provide links to statutory material, cases, journal,
book, and other topic overviews.

Save and organise documents
in folders
My Folders is your own corner of the service where
you can store and organise your legal research.
Save research documents quickly, or pick up
where you left off at your last session as your
research is never deleted. With a couple of clicks
you can add Case Reports, Analysis documents,
Arrangements of Acts, pages from books, Topics’
overview articles, individual documents from
search results, PDFs, and any other part of your
research to My Folders. Ready and waiting for
when you need them.

Index of Legal Terms*
Index of Legal Terms offers concise expert
explanations of legal concepts and terms
including links to the supporting cases and
legislation. As well as the option to search the
dictionaries, the Index of Legal Terms identifies
definitions from Westlaw UK cases, legislation
and journals. The three dictionaries available
are Jowitt’s Dictionary of English Law, Stroud’s
Judicial Dictionary of Words and Phrases and
Osborn’s Concise Law Dictionary.
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*Add-on required

Annotated Statutes*
Westlaw UK’s Annotated Statutes provides
invaluable expert guidance as changes in the
law are proposed, and implemented. New Acts
are fully annotated by the team within 14 days
of receiving Royal Assent. We include important
information such as: What will be the impact of
new legislation? How might the legislation be
interpreted by the courts? How has the legislation
been affected in light of subsequent legislation
and case law? Annotated Statutes also includes
over 360 notes on key legal concepts. The
Legislation Compare tool allows users to compare
the changes which have taken place between
any 2 versions of legislation across UK, English,
Welsh, Northern Irish and Scottish jurisdictions.

Register for a free trial
Visit westlaw.co.uk email legalsolutions.uki@thomsonreuters.com
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For more information
Please contact your dedicated Account Manager or alternatively,
Visit: westlaw.co.uk
Email legalsolutions.uki@thomsonreuters.com

WHY THOMSON REUTERS?
Thomson Reuters delivers intelligence, technology and human expertise you need
to find trusted answers. We provide best-in-class legal solutions to help you work
faster and smarter: Practical Law™ for expert know-how; Westlaw® UK for the most
powerful, accurate legal search; and more. To learn more about legal solutions
from Thomson Reuters, visit legal-solutions.co.uk
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